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E VIEW OVER THE
FIELDGATE

You find me this month returning to the patio. It’s a beautiful sunny
March Sunday afternoon and I’m in my shorts and flip-flops, so | must
apologise if you have been startled by a brightness around the Fieldgate
Towers area but my legs have taken on the snowy look from winter and
they are not yet ready to be released on the general public for fear of
scaring animals and small children. I am hoping for at least off-white
before | venture out. | have tried lotions to colour the skin but end up
looking like a zebra or as if | had a tide mark and yes, you guessed it,
once it’s on, no amount of scrubbing will get it off. I think they call it
Law Du Sod. Usually found in washing machines when non colour fast
red socks are in a white wash, or washing up bowls when, as you pour
the water away, you notice half a dozen things still unwashed.

This afternoon is very much Springlike. In fact today might be
Spring...the whole three months rolled into one glorious siperans T
afternoon, after all Winter couldn’t be bothered to turn ! church. 2

up and we had six months of Autumn — a damp Autumn

followed by a very damp Autumn! | like the light
mornings and now the birds are waking me up, rather

Entertainment
Commnittee...3

than me waking them up with the dawn chorus of Efef:ie4
“Geddorfmefootyerdonkey” or “Angonyergonnabefed” | o o

as sung loudly in the quiet of the early morning by the ! interest...5
Lesser Spotted Fieldgate. Woman’s

The downside of using a laptop outside if the sun causes | """

such a glare and turns the screen into a mirror and I)?('jes of Ye
- . . . e
_hlghllghts all my grey hairs. Ah, noyv, grey hairs. Th(_are Bryngwyn...7
is a story | could tell you about Grecian 2000 but my lips
. . . Contacts...8
are sealed upon pain of not having my sandwiches made
for me! And no, threats of Chinese Burns won’t work. I'?Iaies tc;
ote...
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Reading through my part of the newsletter for the end of January I realise the
deliberate mistake! The Lent Lunches which are being held in Raglan Church in aid
of the Bishop’s Appeal are in fact on Tuesdays and not Wednesdays as I previously
wrote! We in Bryngwyn are responsible for the one on Tuesday 25" March and I
am still waiting for volunteers! I am happy to make soup but would appreciate
someone else also doing so and making some either small cakes or sponges. If
anyone would just like to go to one of the lunches they are from 12.30 and cost
just £5 for a bowl of soup, a roll and a cake and cup of tea or coffee.

February saw our usual services on the first three Sundays of the month and on
the fourth Sunday, February 23 we had a morning service plus sermon from my
friend Roger Nock from Brechfa in Carmarthen. It was good to see many people in
church that day and to welcome him and Jeanette his wife to our church.
Following the service Roger and Jeanette came back to my home and we were
joined for lunch by Rev Joan and Rev Sheila.

Now we have entered the special time of lent and there are a series of Listening
Hours in Raglan Church every Monday evening at 7.30 p.m. I attended the first of
these and found it very moving and would recommend them to others. (Saying
that, I failed to attend on the second evening due to a rotten cold!). We were
greeted on March 2" with letters from Rev Joan telling us that she will be retiring
after the services on June 1%, Although anticipated it is always something of a
surprise when this happens and we must now all be patient while the powers that
be decide on the direction of our churches and the choice and appointment of
(hopefully) and new Vicar or Priest in Charge of our parishes. I had hope that we
would be able to have services on the fourth Sunday of every month. As well as
the first three, and we will endeavour to make this happen. However it is become more
apparent that we will have to take these ourselves as lay people. Anyone who feels they have
the ability to read the service and to take part please let me know and we can get together to
see that everyone is included in some way. This will apply to the service on 23™ March. The
following week is a fifth Sunday and is also Mothering Sunday. There will be a joint service
with our friends from Raglan and Llandenny on March 30t at 3p.m. Let us hope for a good
turnout for this event.
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And so towards Easter! Our service on April 6%, the fifth Sunday of lent — Passion Sunday, will
be our 3 p.m. Holy Communion and will be followed by the Annual Vestry meeting. We do
have a vacancy on the PCC and if anyone is interested perhaps they could let our secretary Jill
Fletcher know as soon as possible. Palm Sunday is to be another joint service, this time in
Raglan at 10.00 a.m. and then there will be services on each of the three churches on the
days during Holy Week and leading up to Easter Sunday. These can be found on the back
page. I do hope that as many people as possible can attend these services and join in the
worship across the parishes. With a new era dawning following the resignation of Rev Joan,
we must be prepared to co-operate with our neighbours and worship together for the good of
our parishes. Hopefully we will know a little more by the next time I write in this newsletter!
Kay Spencer — Churchwarden
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On Saturday 3" of May 2014, there will be a coffee open morning
in St Peter’s Church, Bryngwyn at 10.30am for an informal
discussion to suggest different fund raising Church events. Take
this opportunity to have a look around your local rural Parish
Church and graveyard and to talk to some of the regular helpers...
the female and male ladies of all age groups! Free tea, coffee and
biscuits. Look forward to meeting you.

FREE TEA, COFFEE AND BISCUITS!

Come to St Peter’s Church, Bryngwyn at 10.30am on
Saturday 3™ May 2014 for FREE TEA, COFFEE AND
BISCUITS in exchange for ideas for fund raising in an

informal discussion.

All welcome.

Did we mention FREE TEA,
COFFEE AND BISCUITS?

The annual St Peter’s Day celebration is taking place on Sunday 29%
June 2014 with a picnic lunch after the St Peter’s Day Group Service
at 11am in St Peter’s Church. The lunch in being held in the grounds
of Brynawelon, Bryngwyn by kind permission of Mr Andrew
Hilditch. Further details in the next magazine.

Helen Hayward
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COFFEE BREAK

GARDENING JOKES

Why are husbands like
lawn mowers?

They are difficult to get
started, emit foul
smells, and don't work
half the time.

Knock, Knock!

Who's there?
Lettuce.

Lettuce who?

Lettuce in, its cold out
here.

Hard work doesn't harm
anyone, but I do not
want to take any
chances.

What does the letter
"A" have in common with
a flower?

They both have bees
coming after them.

112 5
3 92
2 9
S| 917 8
1 3
3 217 5
8 6
83 4
7 314

FORTHR LAST TING NO, YOU CANT Yt
AR ONR FOR NOUR BIRTVONY /. BRGIDRG, J
WHERR WOULD \WQ QP o8

A LTTIR GRLY.
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From Fieldgate: I was recently contacted by a resident of Great Oak who asked
that he be allowed to submit the below article:

"The Battle of Derwen Fawr! T am currently embroiled in a constant struggle
with persons unknown who feel that they can dump their litter with apparent
impunity along the lanes in and around our hamlet. I've christened my struggle
the Battle of Derwen Fawr! I moved into the area last September, and having
quickly settled into the community, my enjoyment of the local countryside has
been marred by one thing...litter! Perhaps I was being naive, but having spent all
of my life residing in fowns and cities, I really thought that living in the
countryside would mean an escape from high levels of litter. How wrong could I bel

From the very first of my daily walks I was struck by the amount of litter strewn
in the various lanes, particularly along the first few hundred yards of Box Tree
Lane from its junction with the Tregare road. Therefore, I quickly embarked upon
the first of a series of litter picks. During the first exercise I collected two
dustbin liner bags full of rubbish. It was clear from the nature of the litter
retrieved - bottles, cans, sandwich packets, all manner of fast food and
confectionary wrappings, cigarette packets, and takeaway coffee cups - that most
of it was probably thrown from vehicles. Further litter picks around Bryngwyn and
the Pit yielded depressingly similar results, with some of the more unpleasant
finds being soiled nappies, "used” pregnancy testing sticks, and “used” latex
examination gloves! TImproving the litter situation is very much a long term
challenge as fresh rubbish is deposited throughout the area on a daily basis and
usually starts to reappear only hours after a litter pick has been undertaken. So
who is defacing our countryside with such regularity? I hope that they are people
driving through the area whilst working or visiting, and not local residents! Tt
seems that the decades of Keep Wales Tidy campaigns have been lost on an awful
lot of peoplel

With my rant over, I would be very interested to know what other residents think.
I'm sure that I'm not alone in my frustration and I would love fo hear from
anyone who shares my concerns and who is interested in discussing how the local
community can make a real difference by tackling this problem together. I can be
contacted on carlsclose@gmail.com or 07505 528478.

T look forward to hearing from you. Carl Close."
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that. Mr Brian Jones and Rebecca Blount gave an insight into recycling
in Monmouthshire. This was an informative talk and members asked
many questions.

NFWI Centenary Baton in Gwent and on Monday 1%t September we will
be joining with a few other WIls at Llanfoist. This was discussed and
further details nearer the date. Carolyn Hendy collected subscriptions
and we are at an all-time record with 36 members. Diane Watkins and
Sue Womack are attending the Annual Meeting in Leeds. Diane also
entering the art and photograph competitions. Delicious soup, bread
and cakes provided by Olwen Smith, Gail Wiltshire and Sue Hood were
most welcome on an atrocious evening.

MARCH MEETING was an uplifting experience with a demonstration
from Harts of Monmouth who gave us an insight into choosing the
correct bra. A 10% discount voucher was given to each member. The
two ladies were thanked by Carolyn Hendy.

Diane, Sue, Tina Oram and Helen Hayward will be attending the
Annual Council Meeting at Newport and Maureen Mitchell and Vita
Butts from Monmouth will be visiting Windsor Castle. Maureen also
won the bottle of wine in the free raffle.

Members sat down for a supper provided by Margery Evans, Tina and
Merilyn Anderson.

Next meeting 3@ April “Perils of dating after a certain age” and

members were asked to note Annual Meeting and Resolutions to be on the
second Thursday of the month of May which is the 8.

SECRETARY: Carole Tranter 01291 690341 or e-mail carole@illa2.plus.com

Carole Tranter, Secretary
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From Fieldgate: There are no Tales From Ye Olde Bryngwyn this edition due to the
resignation of Rev Joan Wakeling. For those of you who have been unable to read her
resignation letter, Rev Wakeling has attached it below:

“Dear Friends 28th February 2014
I am writing to tell you that I have given in my resignation.
June 15t will be my last Sunday as Priest in Charge of these parishes.

It is with a heavy heart that I have posted the formal letter to this effect. Priests have to
leave a stipendiary post by their 70th birthday, & mine is in November. That is not a
good time of year to leave a parish as it is just before the busy Christmas season. My
resigning now, allows the selection panel to begin work with the Bishop almost
immediately on preparing the parish profile so that the new ‘Ministry Group Leader’
could be appointed soon after my departure and possibly in post by the Autumn; God
willing.

We have travelled a long way together and I pray that the incoming incumbent
will continue with you along the path that God has for this group of parishes. It has
been exciting. There are now in place some newly trained, lay ministries
which will support the parishes during the interregnum and be part of the ministry
team in the new Ministry Group. We have three ‘Lay Eucharistic Ministers’, a new
team of ‘Parish Visitors’ (yet to be commissioned) and a ‘Parish Administrator’. I
will leave the new Parish Office intact and functioning. Another two or our members
are exploring possible full time ministry of one type or another.

I will let you know shortly who will be the responsible cleric under the Bishop for the
interregnum and who will take weddings and funerals.

By June, I hope the ‘Roof Project’ at Raglan should be at a point where the fund
raising and grant applications can continue seamlessly during the interregnum and
time will not be lost.

Thank you for being such a support to me. Thank you for your
encouragement and your friendship. I will miss you all dreadfully as I head into
unknown territory and begin again to make friends from scratch. However Ledbury is
only 35mins drive away and I hope many of you will visit frequently, short notice is
fine! I might even have time to remember how to cook!

These nine years have been a time of growth for us all. May the dear Lord whom we
love and serve, continue to teach and change us, both individually and corporately, into
the likeness of the Lord Jesus, and may our lives reflect His glory and love.

My Love to you all
Joan”
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DATES OF NOTE

HOLY WEEK SERVICES
Monday 14 April 7 p.m.
Holy Communion, Llandenny
Tuesday 15t April 7 p.m.
Holy Communion, Bryngwyn
Wednesday 16t April 10 a.m.
Holy Communion Raglan
Wednesday 16t April 7 p.m.
Holy Communion, Raglan
Maundy Thursday 17t April 7 p.m.
Agape meal and worship, Llandenny
Good Friday 18t April 12.30 p.m.
Walk of Witness in Usk
Good Friday 2 p.m. Joint Service
Bryngwyn
Sunday 20t April 6 a.m.
Deanery Service on the Blorenge
Sunday 20t April 8.30 a.m.
Holy Communion, Bryngwyn
2014
3 May Coffee Morning
St Peter’s Church
29" June St Peter’s Day Picnic
Lunch
Hilditch’s
27" July Concert
St Peter’s Church
14" September Harvest Lunch
Crawley Hall
5t December Coffee and Carols
Plas Hendy

CONTACTS

ST PETERS CHURCH
Priest in Charge
The Rev’d Joan Wakeling
01291 690330
vicar@raglan-parishes.org.uk
Asst. Priest
Vacant

asstpriest@raglan-parishes.org.uk
Churchwardens

Kay Spencer Sam Inglefield

01291 690324 01291 690210
PCC Secretary Treasurer

Jill Fletcher Helen Hayward

01291 690407 01291 690607

Rotas Flower & Cleaning
Janet Norman
01291 690195
ENTERTAINMENT COMMITTEE
Chairman - Olwen Smith 01291 690836
WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
Secretary — Carol Tranter 01291 690341
carole@illa2.plus.com
CRAWLEY HALL
Sian Richardson
www.crawleyhall.btck.co.uk
BRYNGWYN MAGAZINE
bryngwynparish@hotmail.com
Helen Watkins 01291 690770

CHURCH SERVICES & ROTAS

Date Time Readers Flowers & Cleaning
6t 3pm O Smith; S Inglefield
= 13t 10am C Davies; J Fletcher THE BIG CLEAN
< 20" 8.30am K Spencer; O Smith 8™ April
27" See pew sheet
4t 3pm D Inglefield; O Saunders _
> 1" 10am B Gilchrist; N Saunders é ?/Iaalllrf%
= 1gh 8.30am S Vaughan; B Fletcher

Flowers by O Smith

25" See pew sheet



http://www.crawleyhall.btck.co.uk/
mailto:bryngwynparish@hotmail.com

